
PUBLIC FOLKLORE 

PROGRAMS IN THE 

UNITED STATES 

TINA BUCUVALAS



NATIONAL FOLKLORE PROGRAMS
CENTER FOR FOLKLIFE & CULTURAL HERITAGE/ 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION



NATIONAL FOLKLORE PROGRAMS

Folk & Traditional Arts Program/National 

Endowment for the Arts (NEA)



NATIONAL FOLKLORE PROGRAMS



NATIONAL 

NON-PROFIT 

AGENCIES

National 

Council 

for the 

Traditional Arts 

(NCTA)



NATIONAL NON-PROFIT AGENCIES

Association for Cultural Equity

• Maintains the Alan Lomax Archive, a priceless 

collection of music, dance, and the spoken 

word.

• Facilitates cultural equity through preservation, 

research, and repatriation of cultural materials. 

• Global Jukebox explores connections 

between families of expressive style.



REGIONAL PROGRAMS

SOUTH ARTS

 FOLKLORISTS IN THE SOUTH

 TRADITIONAL ARTS TOURING GRANTS



FLORIDA FOLKLIFE PROGRAM:

• Folklife Apprenticeships 

• Folk Heritage Awards 

• Fieldwork

• Special Projects



HISTORYMIAMI
South Florida Folklife Center



Center for Gulf Coast 

Folklife
THE CENTER FOR GULF COAST FOLKLIFE

FOCUSES ON LOCAL, GULF COAST REGION, 

AND FLORIDA FOLKLIFE THROUGH EXHIBITS, 

EVENTS, PERFORMANCES, WORKSHOPS, AND 

OTHER PROGRAMMING BASED ON 

ETHNOGRAPHIC RESEARCH. OUR MISSION IS 

TO IDENTIFY, DOCUMENT, PRESENT, AND 

PRESERVE OUR TRADITIONAL CULTURE. 



GREEK COMMUNITY 

DOCUMENTATION PROJECT

 Collects, documents, and preserves 

the distinctive cultural heritage of 

Tarpon Springs’ Greek community.

 Includes images, recordings, archival 

materials, and artifacts that reflect 

social, cultural and historical aspects of 

the community.



GREEK COMMUNITY 

DOCUMENTATION PROJECT

In collaboration with 

the University of 

South Florida  Library-

Special Collections, 

we created an on-

line exhibit to make 

many collected 

materials available to 

the community and 

general public.



EXHIBITIONS
 Folklife Gallery offers original 

and traveling exhibits that 
interpret local, state, and 
regional folk culture. Locally 
produced exhibits include 
Greek Music in America, Latin 
American Folk Culture in Florida, 
African American Folk Arts, 
Sacred Arts, photographic 
exhibits of the Greek 
community, and more. We also 
host Smithsonian Museum on 
Main Street exhibits,  such as The 
Way We Worked. 

 The Greek Community of Tarpon 
Springs is a permanent exhibit in 
Heritage Museum.



EVENTS

Salsa on the Sponge Docks

 We partnered with Richard del Rio/Florida Best 

Promotions to create the major Latin music 

event in North Pinellas. From Ybor City, 
Orquesta Infinidad performs salsa, merengue, 

bachata, and Latin jazz. 

Night in the Islands

 Night in the Islands mirrors Greek panigiria

with outdoor dining on the Sponge Docks, 

outstanding musical groups, and Greek social 

dancing. It has become an important 

community event—bringing together locals 

and visitors monthly April through October.



EVENTS

Folklife Workshops

preserve local traditions 

by making skills and 

knowledge more 

available. We have 

offered workshops in 

Greek bouzouki, violin, 

and percussion; Latin 

American dance, etc.

Concerts & Films

Concerts: Music of the 

Dodecanese, 

Rebetika!, Xenitia, 

Café Aman, Songs of 

Struggle, Greek Music 

in America: 1910s-1950s 

& 1960s-1990s etc. 

Films shown include 

America America, 

Rembetiko, Never on 

Sunday, Under the 12-

Mile Reef, and more.

Maritime Festivals

include interviews, 
demonstrations, and 
displays of local and 
regional maritime 
occupations, such as 
sponge diving, mullet 
fishing, clam farming, 
crabbing, net 
making, boat 
building, etc.  

Presenters identified 
through fieldwork.



WALK TARPON SPRINGS

Developed with a grant from the 

Florida Humanities Council, this 

free app can be downloaded to a 

smart phone or tablet.

The app provides a narrated, self-

guided tour of 10 stops in the 

Greektown Historic District—with 

historical images and music.   



Promotion/Recognition of Folk Artists 

Folklife Apprenticeship Program

 Master artists instruct apprentices in a 

traditional art.  Local master artists include 

Leonidas Zafiris/bouzouki and outi,  George 
Soffos/bouzouki, Spiros Skordilis/ bouzouki, 

Antonios Leros/diving helmets.  

Florida Folk Heritage Award

 Awards since 2009 include William “Billy the 

Kid” Emerson, Paco & Celia Fonta, John 

Lulias, Clarita Filgueiras, Anastasios 

Karistinos, George Soffos, Pedro Bullaudy, 

Jeff Klinkenberg.  Previous recipients include 

George Saroukos, Nicholas Toth, George 

Katsaros, Nikitas Tsimouris, John Gianaros.  



Historic Preservation
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATIONS

 Rose Hill Cemetery listed in 2017 for historical significance to 

African Americans in Tarpon Springs and Pinellas Co.  

 Currently preparing nomination for Cycadia Cemetery as a 

TCP reflecting Greek American funerary traditions.

Greektown Historic District, Rose Hill Cemetery, Cycadia Cemetery

 In 2014 the National Register listed the Greektown Historic 

District—the nation’s first non-indigenous Traditional Cultural 

Property (TCP) district.  A property is eligible as a TCP 

“because of its association with cultural practices or beliefs 

of a living community that (a) are rooted in that community’s 

history, and (b) are important in maintaining the continuing 

cultural identity of the community.”  



GREEKTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT
Significant for continuity of traditional culture, extensive 

Greek infrastructure, and as the only Greek American 

community based on the sponge industry. 



Sponge Exchange courtyard with klouves in the 

background and hook and dive boats at dock, 735 

Dodecanese Blvd, 1930 & today



Diver’s cottage behind 624 Cross Street, facing the 

alley between Cross and Maragos Streets



Meres Sponge Packing House, 106 West Park Street 



Tony “Curly” Spanolios trimming sponges at sponge 

packing house, 26 West Park Street



Nicholas Toth making glass retainer & leather rings for 

diving helmet at his workshop, 1038 North Pinellas 

Avenue



Lazaro’s kafeneion, 501 Athens Street, 1947



John Klonaris making Greek coffee at kafeneion

(formerly Lazaro’s), 501 Athens Street, 2006



St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 44 North 

Pinellas Avenue 



St. Michael’s Shrine, 113 Hope St.



Greek children singing New Year’s songs (kalanda) at 

22 Mill Street to raise money for St. Nicholas Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral



Blessing of the boats, Sponge Docks, Dodecanese 

Boulevard, L-R: Metropolitan Nikitas Lulias, Valantis

Kouros, Father Vasilios Tsourlis, Captain Taso Karistinos



Greek Orthodox priests in the procession from St. 

Nicholas Cathedral down West Tarpon Avenue to 

Spring Bayou for the throwing of the cross



Epiphany at Spring Bayou



St. Marks Greek School float in Greek Independence 

Day parade, Dodecanese Boulevard



Koumbara putting 

stefana on the bride and 

groom during wedding, 

St. Nicholas Greek 

Orthodox Cathedral, 44 

North Pinellas Avenue



Kalotina Mougros shows children how to make 

lazarakia at St. Nicholas Cathedral Hall, 38 North 

Pinellas Avenue



Reverend Father Michael Eaccarino, Protopresbyter, blesses 

the kouvouklion (tomb) of Christ during the Lamentations at 

the Matins Service on Holy Friday, St. Nicholas Cathedral,  44 

N. Pinellas Avenue



Goat and lamb fattening up before Easter in the 

backyard, 105 Athens Street



Easter lamb and kokoretsi roasting in the backyard at 

514 Hope Street



Steve Tsalickis, 

Charlie Paskalakis, 

George Hourdas

cooking kavourma

for the Halki Society 

luncheon at the 

American Hellenic 

Progressive 

Association (AHEPA), 

20 West Tarpon 

Avenue



Boat Builder George Saroukos at his boat yard, 1055 

North Pinellas Avenue



Glendi at Sponge Exchange, 

735 Dodecanese Blvd., ca 1970s



Night in the Islands, Sponge Docks, 

736 Dodecanese Blvd.



Levendia Dance Troupe, St. Nicholas 

Community Center, Pinellas Avenue



The Anastasi (Greek boat built by George Saroukos) 

returns to the Sponge Docks with a variety of 

different sponges hanging to dry



Agios Nikolaos crew sorting sponge harvest, Sponge 

Docks, Dodecanese Boulevard



Sponge merchant Mike Koutouzis examines large 

sponge catch on the Sponge Docks



Tarpon Springs Greek boat (formerly the N.K. Symi) at 

Sponge Docks during Night in the Islands event, 700 

block Dodecanese Boulevard



CYCADIA CEMETERY



LINKS

Smithsonian Center for Folklife & Cultural Heritage  https://folklife.si.edu/

Smithsonian Folkways Recordings   https://folkways.si.edu/70stories

American Folklife Center   https://www.loc.gov/folklife/

Folk & Traditional Arts/National Endowment for the Arts

https://www.arts.gov/artistic-fields/folk-traditional-arts

National Council for Traditional Arts   http://ncta-usa.org/

American Folklore Society   https://www.afsnet.org/default.aspx

Traditional Arts Touring Grants/SouthArts
https://www.southarts.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant/traditional-arts-touring/

Florida Folklife Program   
http://dos.myflorida.com/historical/preservation/florida-folklife-program/

South Florida Folklife Center/HistoryMiami
http://www.historymiami.org/folklifecenter/

https://folklife.si.edu/
https://folkways.si.edu/70stories
https://www.loc.gov/folklife/
https://www.arts.gov/artistic-fields/folk-traditional-arts
http://ncta-usa.org/
https://www.afsnet.org/default.aspx
https://www.southarts.org/grants/apply-for-a-grant/traditional-arts-touring/
http://dos.myflorida.com/historical/preservation/florida-folklife-program/
http://www.historymiami.org/folklifecenter/

